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PEFC: Progra m m e  for  t h e  En dorse m e n t  
o f Fore st  Ce r t ifica t ion

W h o  w e  a re
• Global, not-for-profit, non-governmental organization
• Alliance of national forest certification systems
• Founded in 1999 in response to smallholders’ requirements 

W h a t  w e  d o
• Set international standards
• Endorse national forest certification systems 
• Promote sustainable forest management through third-party forest 

certification: 
⚬ Su s t a in a b le  Fo re s t  Ma n a g e m e n t  (SFM) certification 
⚬ Ch a in  o f c u s t o d y (Co C) certification



Over  28 8  m illio n  hectares 
of PEFC-certified

= 71% s h a re  of global 
certified forests

Data November 2022 - 288 million without Russia and Belarus. Data January 2022 - 322millions hectares

4 8  Endorsed National 
systems

More than
22,0 0 0  PEFC-certified 

companies
in 7 0  countries

PEFC is  t h e  le a de r  in  ce r t ifie d  fore st  a re a  globa lly
Hig h  a va ila b ilit y  o f c e r t ifie d  ra w  m a t e r ia l



Th e  Poll



Th e  Fa sh ion  In du st ry is  h igh lt y con ce rn e d  a bou t  
pot e n t ia l r isks  t o  t h e  fore st s

• Risks linked with forest biodiversity

• Risks linked with climate change

• Risks linked with water security

• Risks linked with soil health

• Risks linked with deforestation

• Risks linked with communities, including Indigenous Peoples



download the 
w h it e p a p e r



Su s t a in a b le  Fo re s t  Ma n a g e m e n t  (SFM) - DEFINITION

Sustainable forest management (SFM) has been defined by the 
United Nations General Assembly as a “dynamic and evolving 
concept, which aims to maintain and enhance the economic, 
social and environmental values of all types of forests, for the 
benefit of present and future generations” (FAO., 2007). 
The aim of SFM is to ensure that forests supply goods and services 
to meet both present-day and future needs and contribute to the 
sustainable development of communities. Forests and trees, when 
sustainably managed, make vital contributions both to people and 
to the planet, representing a source of livelihoods, providing clean 
air and water, conserving biodiversity, and contributing to climate 
change mitigation (FAO.). 



How Su st a in a b le  Fore st  Ma n a ge m e n t  
Mit iga t e s  Fore st -le ve l Risks

Su s t a in a b le  fo re s t  m a n a g e m e n t  c o n t r ib u t e s  t o : 

Forests are home to more than 80% of all terrestrial species of 
animals, plants, and insects.

SFM examples are based on the PEFC Sustainable Forest Management - Requirements, PEFC ST 1003:2018



How Su st a in a b le  Fore st  Ma n a ge m e n t  
Mit iga t e s  Fore st -le ve l Risks

Su s t a in a b le  fo re s t  m a n a g e m e n t  c o n t r ib u t e s  t o : 

Sustainably managed forests play a crucial role in mitigating 
climate change.

SFM examples are based on the PEFC Sustainable Forest Management - Requirements, PEFC ST 1003:2018



Fo re s t s  a c t  a s  ca rb o n  s in ks , a b so rb in g  ro u g h ly
t w o  b illio n  t o n n e s  o f ca rb o n  d io xid e  (CO2) a  ye a r



PEFC-ce rt ifie d  fo re s t s  a re  
e s t im a t e d  t o  a b so rb  315 m illio n  
t o n n e s  o f CO2 e ve ry ye a r

• equivalent to roughly 85% of the 
UK’s emissions in 2018.
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How Su st a in a b le  Fore st  Ma n a ge m e n t  
Mit iga t e s  Fore st -le ve l Risks

Su s t a in a b le  fo re s t  m a n a g e m e n t  c o n t r ib u t e s  t o : 

SFM includes measures to prevent deforestation, such as 
limiting forest conversions and ensuring that forests are 
maintained as forests. 

SFM examples are based on the PEFC Sustainable Forest Management - Requirements, PEFC ST 1003:2018



How Su st a in a b le  Fore st  Ma n a ge m e n t  
Mit iga t e s  Fore st -le ve l Risks

Su s t a in a b le  fo re s t  m a n a g e m e n t  c o n t r ib u t e s  t o : 

Around 25% of the global population – 1.6 billion people – rely 
on forests for their livelihoods, employment, and income. 

40% of the extreme poor live in forest and savannah areas.

SFM examples are based on the PEFC Sustainable Forest Management - Requirements, PEFC ST 1003:2018



How Su st a in a b le  Fore st  Ma n a ge m e n t  
Mit iga t e s  Fore st -le ve l Risks

Su s t a in a b le  fo re s t  m a n a g e m e n t  c o n t r ib u t e s  t o : 

Forestry sector employs about 33 million people, which 
represents 1% of global employment.

SFM examples are based on the PEFC Sustainable Forest Management - Requirements, PEFC ST 1003:2018



To learn more 
d ow n loa d  t h e  
w h it e p a p e r:



De e p  Dive  In t o  MMCF Fe e dst ock  
Sou rcin g La n dsca pe

Source: Textile Exchange, 2021
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De e p  Dive  In t o  MMCF Fe e dst ock  
Sou rcin g La n dsca pe

Source: FAO, 2020b



De e p  Dive  In t o  MMCF Fe e dst ock  
Sou rcin g La n dsca pe

So u rc e : FAO, 20 19

GLOBAL ROUNDW OOD REMOVALS PER YEAR:

DISSOLVING 
W OOD PULP

<3%  o f a n n u a l ro u n d w o o d  
re m o va ls  g o  in t o  Dis so lvin g  

W o o d  Pu lp  p ro d u ct io n



De e p  Dive  In t o  MMCF Fe e dst ock  
Sou rcin g La n dsca pe

So u rc e : FAO, 20 19

GLOBAL ROUNDW OOD REMOVALS PER YEAR:

DISSOLVING 
W OOD PULP

<3% of a n n u a l rou n dwood  
re m ova ls go in t o  Dissolvin g 

Wood  Pu lp  p rodu ct ion

a bou t  44 – 55% of rou n dwood  
re m ova ls a re  e st im a t e d  t o  go 

t o  con st ru ct ion  



How t o  t ra ce  m a t e r ia ls  from  su st a in a b ly 
m a n a ge d  fore st s  in  t h e  MMCF va lu e  ch a in ?

MMCF va lu e  c h a in :



Ch a in  of Cu st ody ce r t ifica t ion  h e lp s  w it h  t ra ce a b ilit y 
of fore st  m a t e r ia ls  in  t h e  va lu e  ch a in

• Chain of custody certification is a mechanism to trace and verify 
the origin of feedstock at each step of the supply chain.

• It can help brands identify and source forest-derived products 
from sustainable forest sources. 

• Brands can make substantiated claims that are verified by third-
party auditors.

• It helps to measure progress and support sustainability targets 
and demonstrate compliance with commitments and legislation.



Examples of Fashion Brands and Retailers sourcing 
PEFC materials

Sources: 
https://corporate.zalando.com/sites/default/files/media-download/ZalandoSE_Sustainable_Sourcing_Policy.pdf
https://www.zalando.ch/about-sustainability/  

https://corporate.zalando.com/sites/default/files/media-download/ZalandoSE_Sustainable_Sourcing_Policy.pdf
https://www.zalando.ch/about-sustainability/


Examples of Fashion Brands and Retailers sourcing 
PEFC materials

Sources: 
https://www.farfetch.com/ch/stories/conscious-criteria
https://www.aboutfarfetch.com/media/1609/farfetch_conscious_criteria_2022.pdf
https://aboutfarfetch.com/sustainability/our-2030-
goals/#:~:text=POSITIVELY%20CONSCIOUS%3A%20To%20sell%20100,services%20that%20enable%20positive%20change.   

https://www.farfetch.com/ch/stories/conscious-criteria
https://www.aboutfarfetch.com/media/1609/farfetch_conscious_criteria_2022.pdf
https://aboutfarfetch.com/sustainability/our-2030-goals/#:%7E:text=POSITIVELY%20CONSCIOUS%3A%20To%20sell%20100,services%20that%20enable%20positive%20change
https://aboutfarfetch.com/sustainability/our-2030-goals/#:%7E:text=POSITIVELY%20CONSCIOUS%3A%20To%20sell%20100,services%20that%20enable%20positive%20change


Examples of Fashion Brands and Retailers sourcing 
PEFC materials

Sources: 
https://www.fendi.com/sustainability/responsible-product/textile

https://www.fendi.com/sustainability/responsible-product/textile


Project Certification enables a specific project to state that 
a specified percentage of the wood-based products are 
from certified sources. 

It:

 Confirms the percentage of certified timber used on the 
project from a chosen certification scheme

 Assists in connecting broken Chains of Custody

 Due diligence system required for all ‘Other non-certified 
timber material’

 Partial certification can be used for specific components

 Allows use of PEFC trademark

 Issues a final certificate

How can PEFC help construction sector?
PEFC Project Certification for public or private buildings.



How can PEFC help?
PEFC Project Certification for public or private buildings.

What are the benefits for 
you and your clients ?
• Supports the protection of forests
• Proof of traceability and DDS
• Independent third-party 

verification
• Legal compliance
• Promotion of the project
• New market access
• Demonstrate your sustainability 

credentials and actions



PEFC Project certification  - some examples

London 2012 Olympic stadium - dual 
Project Certification in the world – UK 

PEFC certified timber used for 
Amarta 2021, a Skyspace by 
James Turrell - Maldives

Villa Grenaa: world’s first PEFC-
certified family house – Denmark 

Apartment building Mäihä in 
Seinäjoki 2016 - FinlandThe Geelen Counterflow office in 

Haelen- Netherlands
Kingsgate House, London, UK

https://www.geelencounterflow.com/


PEFC certified timber product manufacturers
- some examples





Myth & Truth - the truth about timber construction



PEFC label – Your Assurance of Responsible 
Sourcing



Steps  to ensure  your fore s t -de rived  ra w  
ma te ria ls  come  from sus ta ina bly 
ma na ged  fore s ts



Steps  to ensure  your fore s t -de rived  ma te ria ls  
come  from sus ta ina b ly ma na ged  fore s t s

Cle a rly  
c o m m u n ic a t e  yo u r 

s u s t a in a b ilit y  t a rg e t s  
a n d  t im e lin e

In c o rp o ra t e  
re s p o n s ib le  fo re s t  

s o u rc in g  c e r t ific a t io n  
re q u ire m e n t s  in t o  yo u r  

p o lic y

Re q u e s t  P EFC-
c e rt ifie d  m a t e r ia ls  

fro m  yo u r s u p p lie rs

Dis t r ib u t e  t h e  g u id e  
o n  h o w  t o  o b t a in  a  

c e r t ific a t io n  w it h  yo u r  
s u p p lie r  n e t w o rk

En c o u ra g e  s u p p lie rs  
t o  o b t a in  P EFC 

c h a in  o f c u s t o d y 
c e r t ific a t io n

Us e  t h e  AP I fo r  s e a m le s s  
c e rt ific a t io n  u p d a t e s  
a n d  t o  c o n n e c t  yo u r 
c o m p a n y’s  d a t a b a s e  

w it h  t h e  P EFC c e rt ific a t e  
d a t a b a s e
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Q&A



download the 
w h it e p a p e r
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